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Tips:
· Make a timeline
· Check with VA where you live
· Check Civil War pension index (Spanish American War soldiers)
· Build a FAN club
· Look for clues for women and other children
· Affidavits are extremely helpful
· Letters from descendants can help you build family trees for missing relatives
· Land Bounty records can bring new locations to light
· Check local history books and newspapers for military service
· Clues in your DNA
· Check ALL family members
· Check fellow soldiers’ files
· Use a map to see the area where your family lived past and present
· Use AI to help read old documents-especially the Rev. War pensions
Chances are if Congress passed a new pension law, your family is waiting to be paid.
Pensions
· US Gov’t 72 year rule
· Korean War to 1912
· 1973 Fire-St. Louis, MO
Records from 1912-1963 Army, Army Air Force, and Air Force 
Article: www.dvidshub.net/news/507830 
Video: Continued Recovery of Military Records Destroyed in a 1973 Fire | Living St. Louis (YouTube)
NARA www.archives.gov 
Online guides for Genealogists and Family Historians 
· Book Guide to Genealogical Research in the National Archives US General Services Administration, General Services Administration, Smithsonian Institute 2001 Book: Guide to Genealogical Research in the National Archives | National Archives    Currently out of print-several copies available via used books sites
· Veteran forms Request Military Service Records | National Archives
Adjutant General’s Office General Letters series   
· FamilySearch.org  Wiki US Army (Regular Army) • FamilySearch
· RG 94 (1780s-1917) Guide to Archival Holdings (RG 54-96) | National Archives Scroll to RG 94
· RG 407 (1905-1981) (no online links)
Library of Congress      LOC.gov 
· Newspapers 	www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america 
· Civil War	www.loc.gov/search/?in=&q=Civil+War&new=true 
Online resources
· Revolutionary War- www.ancestry.com; 
· www.heritagequest.com; 
· Fold3.com
· Daughter of the American Revolution www.dar.org
· David Center (former David Library)  www.amphilsoc.org/david-center-american-revolution
· War of 1812 – free on Fold3.com www.fold3.com/publication/1017/us-war-of-1812-pension-application-files-index-1812-1815 
· Civil War
· Widow’s Pensions- ancestry.com; Fold3.com $
· Brian Rhinehart’s site	  www.civilwarrecords.com
Note: Brian will search for other military sources such War of 1812 and Rev. War for documents not available online.
Online article on Pensions for Widows
<twelvekey.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/ngsmagazine2016-01.pdf > 
				or
For Love and Money: Pension Laws Affecting Widows of Military Veterans NGS Magazine Jan-Mar 2016 pp.35-39
Bounty Land Records 
There are some documents on NARA regarding land bounty records that are free to view. bounty land records - National Archives Search Results
Best way to find them is searching for “NARA + land bounty records” in your favorite search engine.	 Look for them on www.familysearch.org/wiki and www.fold3.com 
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